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 background Archives Portal Europe 
• realisation via two European projects: 

 

• start: APEnet project: January 2009 – January 2012 
 

• follow up: APEx project: March 2012 – March 2015 > Sept 2015 
 

• continuation from October 2015 onwards: APEF (Foundation) 
 

• founding, financing: 
 

• initiative: European national archivists (EBNA/EAG) 
 

• financing: European Commission (EC) 
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 background: APEnet project  
• initiated: by the EBNA/EAG to meet the recommendations of the EC 

to improve cooperation between the European archives 
 

• funded: by the EC within the eContentplus programme, with focus on 
the Europeana portal www.europeana.eu, thus 2 main objectives: 
 

• to build one online access point to European archival descriptions 
and digital objects 
 

• to also act as an aggregator for the European archival domain for 
Europeana (note: only for digital objects and their metadata) 

 

• scope: aimed at establishing the portal‘s concept and infrastructure 
 

 pilots contained mainly content of the participating national archives 
 

 
 

 

http://www.europeana.eu/
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 background: APEnet project 
national archives of: 
- Belgium * 
- Bulgaria * 
- Czech Republic * 
- Estonia * 
- Finland 
- France (WP4) 
- Germany (WP1) 
- Greece 
- Ireland * 
- Latvia 
- Malta 
- Netherlands (WP3) 
- Poland 
- Portugal 
- Slovenia 
- Spain (WP2+WP6) 
- Sweden (WP5) 
+ Europeana Foundation 
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 background: APEnet project 

pilot (beta) version January 2011  
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 background: APEnet project 

pilot (beta) version January 2011  

You can search in 8.169.873 descriptive units linked to more than 
5.227.679 digital archival objects from 49 institutions 
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 background: APEx project 

current version September 2015  
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 background: APEx project 

current version September 2015  

You can search in 243.474.529 descriptive units, 18.661 persons and 
entities from 5631 institutions 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 background: APEx project  
• follow-up of the APEnet project, started at the 1st of March 2012,  

again funded by the EC, within the ICT PSP programme, 5th call, 
theme 2.1: aggregating content in Europeana, aimed at: 
 

• continuing the work of further developing the Archives Portal Europe 
 

• expanding the Archives Portal Europe network horizontally by getting 
more partners (countries) involved and vertically by getting more local 
and regional archival institutions connected 
 

• enhancing the interoperability with Europeana  EAD-EDM conversion 
 

• guaranteeing the sustainability of the portal  APEF(oundation) 
 

• scope: different role national archives  they still act as content 
providers, but also as aggregators  country managers 
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 background: APEx project 
national archives of:  
     
Austria *   Liechtenstein * 
Belgium  Lithuania * 
Bulgaria   Luxemburg * 
Croatia  *  Malta 
Denmark * Netherlands (WP1+8) 
Estonia (WP6)  Norway * 
Finland  Poland 
France (WP5)  Portugal 
Germany (WP2+4) Slovakia * 
Greece  Slovenia * 
Hungary *  Spain (WP3) 
Iceland *   Sweden (WP7) 
Ireland   Switserland *  
Italy *  + ICARUS *  
Latvia   
 

    
    
    

 
 

 
 

+ Archives Hub (UK) / Czech Republic / Georgia / Romania / Serbia 
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 background: APEx project  
the national archives have to hire/facilitate a country manager, who will: 

 

• publish the content of his/her own institution using the APE‘s Dashboard 
 

• based on this experience, assist local and regional archival institutions in 
his/her country to do the same  national APE helpdesk  write/translate 
manuals  organise 1:1 (on site) or 1:n workshops, etc. 
 

• act as a mediator between the national archival community and the APE 
(technical) team  APE is still a work in progress  feedback is welcome 
 

• cooperate with all (inter)national software suppliers to help connect their 
systems and customers to the APE‘s framework  map exports to EAD 
 

• cooperate with all regional and national portal initiatives, and of course 
with a national Europeana aggregator 
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 background: APEx project 

http://www.apex-project.eu/index.php/en/contribute/country-managers 

http://www.apex-project.eu/index.php/en/contribute/country-managers
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 background: APEx project 
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Archives Portal Europe: 
 

• collects and stores only metadata and links to digital objects 
 

• uses internationally accepted archival metadata standards: 
• ISAD(G) / EAD  apeEAD 
• ISDIAH / EAG  EAG2012 
• ISAAR / EAC-CPF  apeEAC-CPF 
• METS  apeMETS 

 

• enables conversion of APE metadata to Europeana metadata, 
in case digital objects are linked: apeEAD  EDM   
 

 

 concept: standardise use of standards 
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 concept: standardise use of standards 

http://www.apex-project.eu/index.php/en/outcomes/standards 

http://www.apex-project.eu/index.php/en/outcomes/standards
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 concept: connecting standards 
standardised information connects in a 3 layer model: 
 

EAD 
1. European archival landscape 
 countries / institutions     info on archival institutions 
     EAG 
 
2.     holdings guides   info on records creators 
     EAC-CPF 
 
3.         finding aids   descriptive units  digital objects 
     EAD <dao/> - <daogrp/> /  METS 
      
 
     conversion to EDM  Europeana 
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Archives Portal Europe provides: 
 

• the Archival Landscape, including countries/institutions 
 

• mapping stylesheets to map local standards to the APE standards 
 

• a back-end (Dashboard) account for individual archival institutions to 
enable their data managers to: 
• upload/manage their metadata (EAG / EAD / EAC-CPF) 
• convert/forward info on digital archival objects to Europeana 

 

• help  Country Manager  manuals / workshops / assistence 
 

 

 institutions will always stay in control over their own metadata 
 

   

 concept: data providers in control 
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Archives Portal Europe offers three ways of searching: 
 

• a simple Google-like search 
 

• a hierarchically structured search 
 

• a tag cloud for searching via themes or topics 
 

search results can be displayed in a List view or a Context view, 
and it is easy to switch between those views 
 

within those views search results are subdivided in tabs with results in  
archives (EAD), names (EAC-CPF) and institutions (EAG)  
 

archival descriptions are presented in the context of a finding aid 
 

 front-end: what we offer end users 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
interface in 24 languages 

tag cloud for searching via themes 

“My Pages” functionality 

simple search  structured search 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

auto-completion of search terms 
based on indexed content  
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

all filter options  

all sort options  

more details 
on mouse-over  
 
 
 
plus access to 
the finding aid  
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

all filter options  
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

clicking on the icon redirects the 
user to the presentation of the 
digital object on the website of 
the archival institution 

clicking on the search result opens it in the context of 
the full finding aid in a new browser window ... 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
... which is again opened in a new browser window 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
browsing through the search results 
according to the Archival Landscape we 
can of course find the same search 
result over here 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

but browsing any further we can also find some other 
interesting results, which we might not have found, because 
they were not in the first results pages of the List view 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

in the hierarchically structured search the 
Archival Landscape can be used to filter 
search results according to countries, 
institutions and finding aids beforehand ... 
 
... users can select countries, specific 
institutions and individual finding aids to be 
taken into account only, when searching for 
search terms ... 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 front-end: what we offer end users 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 

 
... and then enter a search term and hit 
the “Search” button ... 
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 front-end: what we offer end users  
... then the search results are already filtered on 
those countries, institutions and finding aids ... 
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 front-end: what we offer end users 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 front-end: what we offer end users 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 front-end: what we offer end users 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 front-end: what we offer end users 
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an institution manager account has these possibilities: 
 

• enter information on the archival institution  via upload of an 
EAG/XML file or via filling in a web form 
 

• upload/harvest EAD/XML files (finding aids) of the archival institution 
 via HTTP, FTP or OAI-PMH 
 

• convert/validate EAD/XML files against apeEAD and index/publish 
them in the portal  this can be done automatically via OAI-PMH 
 

optional: 
• create holdings guides, apeEAC-CPF files, theme/topic mappings 
• convert information on digital objects to EDM  Europeana 

 back-end: what we offer data providers 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

we also have a demo version the ‘Content Checker’: 
url front-end (Portal) APE Content Checker version: 
http://contentchecker.archivesportaleurope.net 
url back-end (Dashboard) APE Content Checker version:  
https://contentchecker.archivesportaleurope.net/Dashboard 

 
APE front-end (Portal) en back-end (Dashboard) have different url’s 
 

http://contentchecker.archivesportaleurope.net/
https://contentchecker.archivesportaleurope.net/Dashboard
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

once logged in you have to choose for which institution you would like 
to manage the content, because an institution manager can manage the 
content of more than one institution  
 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the first time an institution manager uses his/her account he/she is 
asked to provide (EAG) information on the institution itself 
- by uploading an EAG/XML file 
- or by creating one via a webform 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the form is huge, but 
there are only 4 fields 
mandatory: 
 
- Identifier / ISIL code 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

- Street 
- City/Town (Postalcode) 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

- Opening hours 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

So like this for the 
Nationaal Archief: 
 
1/2 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

So like this for the 
Nationaal Archief: 
 
2/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
clicking on the “Save” 
button, stores the info ...  
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... makes more options 
available .... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... and makes the entered information 
available in the front-end (Portal) via 
the Directory 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

with these options an institution 
manager can manage the information 
on his/her institution ... 
 
 
 
 
... and manage the content of his/her 
institution via the upload/harvest and 
process functionalities ... 
 
... and some optional functions 



APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

 back-end: what we offer data providers 

managing content 
can best be done by 
configuring a profile 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

entering a profile name 
and accepting standard 
choices will do 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

for using the automatic OAI-PMH 
harvesting you have to create another 
profile 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... you are asked to provide the base url 
of your OAI-PMH repository ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... after which the Dashboard software 
presents you the information it contains 
to enable you to decide what set in what 
metadata format you want to harvest ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... after clicking on “Ok” the harvesting 
starts and after a while you will get 
notified whether it was successful and 
when the next harvesting for this set is 
scheduled ... 
 
... you will also get a notification by 
email ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

you can check the result in the most 
important screen of the Dashboard, the 
“Content manager” screen 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the “Content manager” screen provides institution managers full control 
over their data 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

- sort options 
- status information per finding aid 
- possibilities to perform actions in batch or per finding aid 

search and filter options 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

if your institution does not have an  
OAI-PMH repository, then you can still 
contribute, but via manual upload of 
your finding aids via HTTP 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

via HTTP upload you can either upload 
one EAD/XML file or a batch of them in 
zip-format 
 
the maximum size for one EAD/XML file 
or a zip-file containing more than one 
EAD/XML file is 300 Mb 
 
choose your processing profile and 
browse to your (zip)file and hit “Upload” 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

your files will be uploaded and processed 
according to your choices in the profile 
 
depending on the amount and size of the 
files this will take a while 
 
you can check the result in the 
“Content manager” screen 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

5 finding aids were added  
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

it is possible to perform “actions” per finding aid, 
such as “preview” 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the “preview” shows, in another browser window, 
how the finding aid will look like in the Portal 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

once the finding aids are processed in the Dashboard,  
they are immediately available for search in the Portal, so you 
can also check them over there, by entering a search term 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the basic upload/process workflow  
does not take care of creating a holdings 
guide which makes it possible for users 
to select your content at finding aid level 
in the structured search 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

a holdings guide can be created in the back-end: 
 
- switch the “Content manager” screen to 

“Holdings guide”-modus 
 

- click on the link: “Creation of a holdings guide” 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... a dialogue screen appears in which you can enter an 
identifier, a title and a description for your holdings guide ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... clicking on “save” opens the possibility to add extra 
levels to this root level of the holdings guide and via this 
functionality you can create a hierarchical structure ... 
 
... once the structure is to your satisfaction, clicking on 
“Quit” saves the holdings guide in the Dashboard 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... then you return to the “Holdings guide”-modus of  
the “Content manager” screen, the holdings guide is not 
published yet ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... because first you have to connect finding aids to the holdings guide, 
in the “Finding aid”-modus of the “Content manager” screen ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... after activating the option “Add finding aids to holdings guide” you 
can set some parameters in this next screen and after hitting the button 
“Add finding aids” over here, the actual connecting takes place ... 
 
... you can repeat this action for connecting other finding aids to other 
levels of the holdings guide ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... each time you will return to the “Finding aid”-modus of the “Content 
manager” screen and you will see that all finding aids are connected ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

...  after publishing the holdings guide in the “Holdings guide”-modus ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... the holdings guide is available in the 
structured search of the Portal and so 
are all connected finding aids 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

since the last major release of the 
Archives Portal Europe it is possible to 
search through information on records 
creators in (ape)EAC-CPF format ... 
 
... in case an archival institution does 
not have files on records creators it can 
produce those in the Dashboard via a 
webform ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... first you have to choose for which type 
of entity you want to enter information: 
- a person 
- a corporate body 
- a family 
 
... and you also have to indicate in which 
language/script you are going to describe 
this entity ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

 
... then you are offered a webform to provide all 
relevant information on the entity 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

since the last major release of the Archives 
Portal Europe it is possible to connect finding 
aids to the themes or topics of the tag cloud 
on the homepage ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... connecting finding aids to a theme or topic in  
the Dashboard can only be done via connecting 
them to a source guide ... 
 
... creating a source guide can be done via 
the same functionality as for a holdings guide ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... so let’s connect all maps and drawings finding aids once more, but this 
time to the new source guide ... and then publish the source guide ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

via the function “Create new topic mapping” 
you can connect an existing Source Guide to 
an existing theme or topic ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

... you can do this via a dialogue screen in 
which you can choose the theme or topic and 
the Source Guide you want to connect to it ... 
 
... after hitting the “Ok” button the finding aids 
connected to the Source Guide will show up 
when chosing the theme or topic in the Portal 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

you can create more than one topic mapping 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

in the “Content manager” screen you can easily recognise the finding 
aids that contain links to digital objects ... 
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

the information from these finding aids can be converted to Europeana 
EDM format, either per finding aid or via a batch action ...  
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 back-end: what we offer data providers 

 
conversion from apeEAD to 
Europeana EDM needs 
manual fine-tuning ... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
... once done  “Convert” 
will create EDM records and 
these can be put in the 
Archives Portal Europe’s 
OAI-PMH repository, ready 
for Europeana to harvest 



Archives Portal Europe 
www.archivesportaleurope.net 

    
wrap up: what is needed? 

 
  

Budapest - Hungary 
7th of September 2015 

APEx project co-funded by the European Commission within  the 
framework of  the ICT Policy Support Programme 

http://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
http://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
http://www.archivesportaleurope.net/


 Needed: finding aids in EAD/XML 



 Optional: plus links to digital objects 
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 Needed: APE Dashboard account  
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 Optional: aggregration to Europeana 
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 Sneak peek: APE Foundation 
Has 20 partners per the 1st of January 2016: 
 
Belgium    Lithuania 
Bulgaria    Luxemburg 
Denmark    Malta 
Estonia    Netherlands 
Historical Archives European Union Norway 
France    Poland 
Germany    Slovakia 
Hungary    Spain 
Italy    Sweden 
Liechtenstein   Switzerland 
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thank you for your attention! 
questions? 

 
wim.van.dongen@nationaalarchief.nl 

 
www.archivesportaleurope.net 

www.apex-project.eu 
 

mailto:wim.van.dongen@nationaalarchief.nl
http://www.archivesportaleurope.net/
http://www.apex-project.eu/
http://www.apex-project.eu/
http://www.apex-project.eu/
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